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Abstract

Universities in many countries are placing increasing emphasis on training students to conduct
rescarch, and most degree programmes now contain a research methodology (RM)
component. Equipping leamners with research skills is an increasing priority in university-level
programs (Hughes. 2019: Kilburn et al.. 2014). Teaching research methods to students has
become more critical than ever because of the changing nature of data. However, it is found
that students often find such modules challenging and difficult to relate. In Myanmar,
university teachers often teach subjects based on individual expertise. gained through graduate
training or professional experience. Moreover, most of the teachers of research methods did
not acquire formal degrees in the field. In addition, Research Methods modules are taught in
the fourth year of every specialization in Myanmar university context. This research aims to
investigate a good practice to fit research methods into the university curriculum and to offer
recommendations. For this purpose, quantitative questionnaires and informal interviews were
used to collect data from selected Arts and Science university teachers. All participants (n
=73) were from govemment universities in Myanmar. Overall, it was found that over 70% of
the teachers agreed a ‘research spine” of Jane Harrington & Charles Booth (2003) which runs
through the curriculum from year 1, culminating in the dissertation in year 3, by which time
the student can be expected to have some familiarity with research methods. The outcomes
from this research also confirm that training and authority are important not only for students
but also for teachers To engage students on teaching and learning research methods. It can be
said that the applicable curriculum can expose the opportunities, approaches and consequences
of students’ school learning experiences that are situated in distinctive culture system
contexts. It is hoped that the findings of this study can successfully address some of the
common challenges around teaching and learning research methods.
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