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Abstract

Assessment is one of the essential clements in educational settings, particularly in (he teaching-
learning process. Different types of assessment tools are necessary to meet the diverse needs of the
individual students and the specific requirements of the assessments. This empirical research aims
to assess the quality of the author’s self-constructed test designed for second year first semester
students of Maubin university in 2023-2024 academic year. The study utilized a total of 30
vocabulary ltest items across four tutorials, administered at different points as summative
assessments, The target population includes all second-year students from all specializations except
English and Economics. To ensure manageable and accurate inferences, 150 students were
randomly selected through stratified sampling from a target population exceeding 400 students. To
meet the rescarch objectives, scores obtained in vocabulary section of each tutorial test were firstly
collected and entered in Microsoft Excel. Then difficulty index and discrimination index of each
item were systematically calculated and analyzed using manual and software-based methods. The
result indicates that the half of test items fall within the standardized difficulty categories, with half
items beyond the norm. Consequently, those outliers should be excluded, or thoroughly revised
while 50 % of the test items are suitable for retention in future assessments. As for discrimination
power, 15 out of 30 items are highly effective at distinguishing between high-performing and low-
performing students. So, they serve as samples of effective discriminators and are recommended
for incorporation in future assessments.
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